
Reminders 

 Be sure and check the lost and found as it is donated every month to a chari-
ty or families in need. 

 Reminder No kids before 8:15.  We do not have supervision on the playground. 

 10/6 & 10/7—No School. 

 10/20—Picture Re-takes 

 10/28—No School 

Welcome Back Hidden Springs Students and Families, 
 
It is hard to believe we have been in school almost 6 weeks.  I hope everyone had an enjoyable 
summer and the transition back to school this Fall has gone smoothly.  Everyone at Hidden 
Springs Elementary is thrilled to be here again to share in the learning adventures this school 
year.   
 
A big THANK YOU to our wonderful PFA for a fun and exciting carnival.  What a great oppor-
tunity for school families and friends to touch base with each other again. 
 
We are excited for upcoming events this Fall including math night, harvest parties, parent-
teacher conferences and daily experiences with students.   Please make sure you check the web-
site for any updates and events.   The student handbook is also accessible  on the website if you 
have any questions.   
 
Next week will be a short one for students as our teachers take advantage of professional de-
velopment opportunities at the end of the week and we wish everyone a long and relaxing week-
end. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Thaemert 
 

Math Night 

Please join us on October 4th for Math Night.  This is an informational night for parents to 
learn about your child’s math program.  This is a parent only event.  There will be no supervision 
on the play ground.  The event is from 6pm to 7pm with two presentations, one at 6pm and a re-
peated presentation at 6:30. 

 

News from the Music Room 
I am thoroughly enjoying my first year here at Hidden Springs - thank you for such a warm wel-
come!  I want to let you know about some dates so you can put them on your calendar.  More in-
formation will come later.  
Dec 14th – 2:00 – Band, Orchestra, and Choir performance in the gym 
Dec 16th – 2:00 – Kindergarten – 3rd grade Winter Holiday Program in the gym 
Choir – Choir will be open to hard-working 4th – 6th graders who love to sing!  Rehearsals will be 
held on Wednesday and Friday mornings this year,  from 8:00 – 8:30.  The first choir practice 
will be held October 12th.  Look for more information coming home with your 4th – 6th grader!   

Julie Miner, Music Teacher 

Hidden Springs 

 Elementary 
DATES TO 

REMEMBER:  

 

 

10/4—Math Night 6pm 

 

10/6 & 10/7—No School 

 

10/14—Jog-a-thon 

 

10/20—Picture Re-takes 

 

10/25—Kindergarten to 

Berry Ranch  

 

10/28—No School—End of 

Semester 

 

 

 

Contact Information: 

5480 Hidden Springs 
Boise, Idaho 83714 
Phone: 854-4920 
Fax: 854-4921 
 

Cougar Tracks 

October 2016 

https://goo.gl/1hhD3L


 

STEM Lab Updates 

The action continues in the STEM Lab for the 2016-2017 school year! We will continue exploring many of the topics and 
tools we have enjoyed in the past and have a few surprises in store for this year! 

 

We began the year with a school-wide bouncy ball lab. This activity was used to review lab safety, teamwork, and how to 
work through basic scientific steps - forming a research question, working through a procedure, making observations, and 
drawing conclusions. We have now moved into our first major unit of the year - life science. Each grade level has an es-
sential question that will guide the majority of their work over the next few weeks. You can read the essential questions 
below.  These questions may evolve as students begin to provide input and layers of inquiry to the original question. We 
will also be setting up resources over the next few weeks for all students to participate in Bird By Bird - a great program 
that gets students involved in bird watching, bird identification, data collection, and much more! Stay tuned for more in-
formation about this new program at our school (we were able to acquire the resources for this program through a CapEd 
grant - thanks CapEd Credit Union!) 

 

Our free extended day program - STEMovations - will begin in October. Keep you eyes open for registration information if 
it has not already been sent out. Monday STEMovation sessions take place after school, from 3:15-4:00. Monday sessions 
are an open lab time for students to explore resources in the lab of their own choice. Friday STEMovation session take 
place before school, from 8:00-8:40. Friday morning sessions are based on monthly themes, ranging from robotics to archi-
tecture. The monthly theme will be announced when registration information is sent out toward the end of each month. 

 

Thank you for supporting elementary science, technology, engineering, and math! We have a wonderful program only be-
cause we have awesome students and supportive families. Feel free to stop by the lab anytime and con-
tact brian.whitney@boiseschools.org if you ever have any questions. The HSES STEM Lab is on Facebook. Like us to receive 
photos and updates throughout the year. 

 

Grade Level Life Science Essential Questions: 

First Grade: What patterns can we identify when observing plants and animals? 

Second Grade: In what ways do the needs of living things change depending on where they live? 

Third Grade: In what ways are plants and animals different and how do these differences help them survive? 

Fourth Grade: What interrelated factors help plants and animals survive in different Idaho biomes? 

Fifth Grade: In what ways do systems help organisms survive? 

Sixth Grade: In what ways do relationships help organisms survive in different ecosystems? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boise School District complies with federal law (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) as it relates to the release of student 
directory information to the public.  To learn more, log on to www.boiseschools.org, and go to Parents and Patrons> Parent Infor-
mation>FERPA Form. You may also pick up a FERPA form at your school or call the Clear of the Board at 854-4123 to obtain a cop of the 
FERPA form. 

mailto:brian.whitney@boiseschools.org


The National School Breakfast and Lunch Programs have made many changes over the last several years! 
Some of our new menu items this year include:  
 Teriyaki Chicken with Fortune Cookies 
 Cheesy Lasagna 
 Orangy Chicken Bowls 
 Breakfast for lunch on Mondays 
 Salad bar, fruit, and veggies offered daily 

 
Visit your student’s school cafeteria for breakfast and lunch to see all the great healthy items students have to 
choose from! 
 
Here are some helpful reminders regarding student meal accounts: 

 Ala carte milk can only be purchased if your student has money in their account or 
pays with cash.   

 For your convenience, myLunchMoney.com is available to check the balance of your 
student's account, set up free low balance email notifications, or to deposit funds for 
a minimal fee.   

Thank you for participating in the school breakfast and lunch programs! 

National School Lunch Week is October 10-14, 2016. The theme, ‘Show Your Spirit’ is all 

about getting parents, students and school officials to show their school spirit for school 

lunch. 

During National School Lunch week, we will highlight our healthy menus and provide an 

exciting opportunity for students and school staff to try the following new menu items: 

 Wednesday: Creamy Chicken Alfredo Pasta 

 Thursday: Corn Dog on a Stick 

 Friday: Savory Chicken Strips 

The school lunches at Boise Schools are healthier than ever, with more fruits, 

vegetables, whole grains, and less fat and sodium. Students in all our schools have the 

opportunity to enjoy a variety of healthy fruits and vegetables on the lunch line. In 

addition, Elementary students have the option of choosing colorful fruits and vegetables 

from the fresh salad bar, offered daily.  So get enthused and ‘Show Your Spirit’ for 

school lunch! 




